
 

 

Cockburn Haigh Road Academy Music Coverage and Progression Framework Key Stage 1 & EYFS 

Progression in Music and Social Themes 

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1  Summer 2 
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Me!  
 

My Stories! 
 

Everyone! 
 

Our World 
 

Big Bear Funk 
 

Reflect, Rewind and 
Replay  
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   Harvest Festival Introducing a Beat  
Lessons 

  
How can we make 
friends when we sing 
together?  

Adding Rhythm 
and Pitch 
 
How does Music 
Tell Stories about 
the Past?  

Introducing Tempo 
and Dynamics  

 
How Does Music 
Make the World a 
Better Place?  

Combining Pulse, 
Rhythm and Pitch 

 
How Does Music 
Help Us to 
Understand Our 
Neighbours?  

Having Fun with 
Improvisation 

 
What Songs Can 
We Sing to Help Us 
through the Day?  
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Y2 
Curriculum 

on 
Charanga 

for Y2 cycle 
 
 

 
 
 

Exploring Simple 
Patterns 
 
How Does Music 
Help us to Make 
Friends?  

Focus on Dynamics 
and Tempo  

 
How Does Music 
Teach us about the 
Past?  

Exploring Feelings 
through Music 

 
How Does Music 
Make the World a 
Better Place?  

Inventing a Musical 
Story  

 
How Does Music Teach 
Us about Our 
Neighbourhood?  

Music that Makes 
You Dance 

 
How Does Music 
make us Happy?  

Exploring 
Improvisation 

 
How Does Music 
Teach Us about 
Looking after our 
Planet?  

 

Throughout a child’s time at Cockburn Haigh Road Academy, we ensure that our Music curriculum offers a multitude of opportunities and 

experiences which develop their knowledge and understanding of Music. This includes the knowledge of features within  



 

 

Below is an outline of what children are expected to ‘know’ (knowledge) and ‘be able to’ (skills) at the end of their 2-year cycle: 

 

Years 1 & 2, Cycle A, Harvest Celebration- Autumn 1 

 
 
Autumn 1 is used for introducing music, rehearsing for the harvest festival and building confidence to perform as a group.  
 
We will focus on listening and attention. Practicing those key fundamental skills taught in reception to support transition from Early Years to 
KS1, building confidence of those transitions.  
 
We use Y2’s as role models to set a high expectations and use this opportunity to perform to an audience (Harvest festival, parents/careers 
and stakeholders).  
 
 

By the end of this unit, children should know: (knowledge) By the end of this unit, children should be able to: (skills) 
• Listening and Responding to music  

 

• Developing Performance Awareness and Skills and Building the 
Foundations of Musical Language 

• Find a Steady Beat  

• Very simple rhythm patterns using long and short notes  

• Very simple melodic patterns using high and low 

• Improvise using notes with the backing track of the song 
provided.  

Sticky Knowledge: Vocabulary: 

 
- I can find a pulse (beat)  
- I can find a rhythm  
- I can identify the pitch.  

The Foundational Elements of Music That Build and Deepen Over Time:  
● Pulse – the regular heartbeat of the music; the steady beat.  
● Rhythm – long and short sounds or patterns that happen over the pulse, 
the steady beat.  
● Pitch – high and low sounds.  
● Tempo – the speed of the music – fast, slow or in-between.  
● Dynamics – how loud or quiet music is.  
● Timbre – all instruments, including voices have a certain sound quality, 
e.g. the trumpet has a very different sound quality to the violin.  



 

 

● Texture – layers of sound working together make music very interesting 
to listen to.  
● Structure – every piece of music has a structure, eg introduction, verse, 
chorus, ending. 
 
 

Performing opportunities: Enrichment activities: 

• Harvest Festival – Singing  

• Assemblies (Weekly Every Friday)  

• Reward group – singing activity  

Possible musicians to study: Main genre of the unit: 

  

 

 

Years 1 & 2, Cycle A, Unit 1 - Introducing Beat - Autumn 2 

Social Theme: Music is a Peacebuilder and Friendmaker  
Examples of Related Themes: Diplomacy, Kindness, Responsibility and Charity  

 
Social Theme Question: How can we make friends when we sing together? 

 
By the end of this unit, children should know: (knowledge) By the end of this unit, children should be able to: (skills) 

• Listening and Responding to music  
 

• Developing Performance Awareness and Skills and Building the 
Foundations of Musical Language 

• Find a Steady Beat  

• Very simple rhythm patterns using long and short notes  

• Very simple melodic patterns using high and low 

• Improvise using notes with the backing track of the song 
provided.  

Sticky Knowledge: Vocabulary: 

 
- Musical Spotlight of Unit 1 is Introducing Beat’  
- I can find a pulse (beat)  
- I can find a rhythm  

The Foundational Elements of Music That Build and Deepen Over Time:  
● Pulse – the regular heartbeat of the music; the steady beat.  
● Rhythm – long and short sounds or patterns that happen over the pulse, 
the steady beat.  



 

 

- I can identify the pitch.  ● Pitch – high and low sounds.  
● Tempo – the speed of the music – fast, slow or in-between.  
● Dynamics – how loud or quiet music is.  
● Timbre – all instruments, including voices have a certain sound quality, 
e.g. the trumpet has a very different sound quality to the violin.  
● Texture – layers of sound working together make music very interesting 
to listen to.  
● Structure – every piece of music has a structure, eg introduction, verse, 
chorus, ending. 
 
 

Performing opportunities: Enrichment activities: 

• Weekly Singing Assembly 

• Weekly Celebration Assembly 

• Harvest Festival 

• Reward group – singing activity  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Years 1 & 2, Cycle A, Adding Rhythm and Pitch – Spring 1 

Social Theme: How Does Music Tell Stories About The Past?  
 

Social Theme Question: How does music tell stories about the past? 

By the end of this unit, children should know: (knowledge) 
 
Understand music focusing on the musical features given such as the 
duration, pulse, rhythm and pitch. To embed and revisit the music 
theory required for the year.  
 
To listen and respond to a range of contextualised music its design 
and its cultural place. Listening to the music ensuring the children 
are able to make an immediate response to the questions asked. 
Their feelings, familiarity and opinions of the song. The children will 
be able to discuss their opinions as a class and discuss different 
opinions. The children will be able to respond to music focussing on 
the dynamics, tempo, texture and articulation. Exploring with pitch 
and how these are used to add expressive qualities.  
 
Learn key facts about the music or composers:  
 
Step 1: Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star by Jane Taylor 
Step 2: In The Orchestra by Joanna Mangona and Pete Readman 
Step 3: Daisy Bell (Bicycle Built For Two) by Harry Dacre 
Step 4: Dancing Dinosaurs by Joanna Mangona and Pete Readman 
Step 5: Rock-a-bye Baby – Nursery Rhyme 
Step 6: I’m A Little Teapot by George Harold Sanders and Clarence Z. 
Kelley 
 

By the end of this unit, children should be able to: (skills) 
• Find a Steady Beat  

• Very simple rhythm patterns using long and short notes  

• Very simple melodic patterns using high and low 

• Improvise using notes on a xylophone with the backing track 
of the song provided. 

• Learn to sing new songs and explore different melodies.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

To discuss how these facts link with other areas of the curriculum 
such as song writing, what the instruments are made from and 
where the artists live.  
 
The children will be able to learn to sing the songs above, warming 
up in the understanding music section. The children will explore 
clapping and moving to the music creating an enjoyable experience.  
 
Playing your instrument:  
The children will be using xylophones to learn to play: 

- Step 1 - Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star (Notes: D,E,F - crotchets) 
- Step 4 – Dancing Dinosaurs (C,D,E - crotchets)  

 
Composing and Improvising:  
The children have opportunities to improve by exploring the 
xylophones independently to music.  
 
Performing to a song:  
At the end of the lessons the children are able to perform their song 
together using singing and/or xylophones.  
 
Sticky Knowledge 
Children will use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs 
and speaking chants and rhymes 
 
Children will play tuned and untuned instruments musically 
listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live 
and recorded music.  
 
 

Vocabulary 
The Foundational Elements of Music That Build and Deepen Over Time:  
● Pulse – the regular heartbeat of the music; the steady beat.  
● Rhythm – long and short sounds or patterns that happen over the pulse, 
the steady beat.  
● Pitch – high and low sounds.  
● Tempo – the speed of the music – fast, slow or in-between.  
● Dynamics – how loud or quiet music is.  
● Timbre – all instruments, including voices have a certain sound quality, 
e.g. the trumpet has a very different sound quality to the violin.  



 

 

● Texture – layers of sound working together make music very interesting 
to listen to.  
● Structure – every piece of music has a structure, e.g. introduction, verse, 
chorus, ending. 
 

 
Music within school:  
 
Singing Assembly 30 minuets a week led by Music Lead.   
This term we will learn:  

- My lighthouse by Rend Collective  
- Jigsaw – There’s a Place 
- Jigsaw – Together as one  

 
During this assembly Reception and KS1 will all learn how to collectively perform a song, adding actions and having fun singing the music.  
 We will explore rhythm and pitch whilst singing to a melody as well as linking with social and emotional understanding threaded within our PSHE 
curriculum.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Years 1 & 2, Cycle A, Introducing Tempo and Dynamics – Spring 2 

Social Theme: Music as a Changemaker  
 

Social Theme Question: How does Music Make the World a Better Place?  

By the end of this unit, children should know: (knowledge) 
 
Social Themes:  
For children to identify how music makes the world a better place by 
simply existing for humans to listen and appreciate. Music improves 
psychological cognitive performance and wellbeing and many 
cultures have long-held beliefs over the healing properties of music 
(physical, psychological and spiritual). Music can be a vehicle for 
positive change to bring people closer from different perspectives.  
 
 
Understanding Music – Warm ups:  
Understand music focusing on the musical features given such as the 
duration, pulse, rhythm and pitch. To embed and revisit the music 
theory required for the year.  
 
Listen and Respond:  
To listen and respond to a range of contextualised music its design 
and its cultural place. Listening to the music ensuring the children 
are able to make an immediate response to the questions asked. 
Their feelings, familiarity and opinions of the song. The children will 
be able to discuss their opinions as a class and discuss different 
opinions. The children will be able to respond to music focussing on 
the dynamics, tempo, texture and articulation. Exploring with pitch 
and how these are used to add expressive qualities.  
 

By the end of this unit, children should be able to: (skills) 
• Find a Steady Beat  

• Very simple rhythm patterns using long and short notes  

• Very simple melodic patterns using high and low 

• Improvise using notes on a xylophone (tuned instrument) 
with the backing track of the song provided. 

• Learn to sing new songs and explore different melodies.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

Learn key facts about the music or composers:  
 
Step 1: If You’re Happy And You Know It by Unknown  
Step 2: Sing Me A Song by Joanna Mangona and Pete Readman  
Step 3: Sparkle by Joanna Mangona and Pete Readman  
Step 4: Rhythm In The Way We Walk by Joanna Mangona and Pete 
Readman  
Step 5: Big Bear Funk by Joanna Mangona and Pete Readman  
Step 6: Baby Elephant by Joanna Mangona and Pete Readman And 
 Step 6: Cinderella, Op. 87: 37 – Waltz-Coda by Sergei Prokofiev  
 
To discuss how these facts link with other areas of the curriculum 
such as song writing, what the instruments are made from and 
where the artists live.  
 
Learn to sing a song:  
The children will be able to learn to sing the songs above, warming 
up in the understanding music section. The children will explore 
clapping and moving to the music creating an enjoyable experience.  
 
Playing your instrument:  
The children will be using xylophones to learn to play: 

- Step 2 – Sing me a song (F, G, A, C, D – F Major)  
- Step 5 – Big Bear Funk  (C,F,G, A, C – D Minor)  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Composing and Improvising:  
The children have opportunities to improve by exploring the 
xylophones independently to music.  
 
Performing to a song:  
At the end of the lessons the children are able to perform their song 
together using singing and/or xylophones.  
 
Sticky Knowledge 
Children will use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs 
and speaking chants and rhymes 
 
Children will play tuned and untuned instruments musically 
listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live 
and recorded music.  
 
Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated 
dimensions of music 

Vocabulary 
The Foundational Elements of Music That Build and Deepen Over Time:  
● Pulse – the regular heartbeat of the music; the steady beat.  
● Rhythm – long and short sounds or patterns that happen over the pulse, 
the steady beat.  
● Pitch – high and low sounds.  
● Tempo – the speed of the music – fast, slow or in-between.  
● Dynamics – how loud or quiet music is.  
● Timbre – all instruments, including voices have a certain sound quality, 
e.g. the trumpet has a very different sound quality to the violin.  
● Texture – layers of sound working together make music very interesting 
to listen to.  
● Structure – every piece of music has a structure, eg introduction, verse, 
chorus, ending. 
 

Music within school:  
Singing Assembly 30 minuets a week led by Music Lead.   
This term we will learn:  

- My lighthouse by Rend Collective  
- Jigsaw – There’s a Place 
- Jigsaw – Together as one  
- Shakira – Try everything 
- Jigsaw - For Me  



 

 

 
 
During this assembly Reception and KS1 will all learn how to collectively perform a song, adding actions and having fun singing the music.  
 We will explore rhythm and pitch whilst singing to a melody as well as linking with social and emotional understanding threaded within our PSHE 
curriculum.  
 

 

 

Years 1 & 2, Cycle A, Combining Pulse, Rhythm and Pitch – Summer 1 

Social Theme: Music is a Builder of Community and Guardian of Cultural Identity 
 

Social Theme Question: How does music help us to understand our neighbours?  
 

By the end of this unit, children should know: (knowledge) 
 
Social Themes:  
We will discuss the ancient origins of music having arisen in 
ceremonies and stories (comparing this to in today’s films and 
shows) which is linked to how humans build community, friendship, 
kinship and peace and how we understand each other.  
We will discuss how music is very significant to collective and 
individual and collective identity. Music is often a form of their 
personal identity that discusses their deepest feelings at the core of 
their personal identity.  
 
Understanding Music – Warm ups:  
Understand music focusing on the musical features given such as the 
duration, pulse, rhythm and pitch. To embed and revisit the music 
theory required for the year.  

By the end of this unit, children should be able to: (skills) 
• Find a Steady Beat  

• Very simple rhythm patterns using long and short notes  

• Very simple melodic patterns using high and low 

• Improvise using notes on a xylophone (tuned instrument) 
with the backing track of the song provided. 

• Learn to sing new songs and explore different melodies.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Listen and Respond:  
To listen and respond to a range of contextualised music its design 
and its cultural place. Listening to the music ensuring the children 
are able to make an immediate response to the questions asked. 
Their feelings, familiarity and opinions of the song. The children will 
be able to discuss their opinions as a class and discuss different 
opinions. The children will be able to respond to music focussing on 
the dynamics, tempo, texture and articulation. Exploring with pitch 
and how these are used to add expressive qualities.  
 
Learn key facts about the music or composers:  
 
Step 1: Days Of The Week by Joanna Mangona and Pete Readman  
Step 2: Name Song by Joanna Mangona and Pete Readman  
Step 3: Cuckoo by Joanna Mangona and Pete Readman  
Step 4: Upside Down by Joanna Mangona and Pete Readman  
Step 5: Hush Little Baby by Unknown  
Step 6: Who Took The Cookie? by Joanna Mangona and Pete 
Readman And Step 6: The Planets, Op. 32 – I. Mars, The Bringer Of 
War by Gustav Holst  
 
 
To discuss how these facts link with other areas of the curriculum 
such as song writing, what the instruments are made from and 
where the artists live.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

Learn to sing a song:  
The children will be able to learn to sing the songs above, warming 
up in the understanding music section. The children will explore 
clapping and moving to the music creating an enjoyable experience.  
 
Playing your instrument:  
The children will be using xylophones to learn to play: 

- Days of the Week – (F,G,A,C,D – F Major)  
- Name Song (C,D,E,F,G – C Major)  

 
 
 
Composing and Improvising:  
The children have opportunities to improve by exploring the 
xylophones independently to music.  
 
Performing to a song:  
At the end of the lessons the children are able to perform their song 
together using singing and/or xylophones.  
 
Sticky Knowledge 
Children will use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs 
and speaking chants and rhymes 
 
Children will play tuned and untuned instruments musically 
listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live 
and recorded music.  
 
Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated 
dimensions of music 

Vocabulary 
The Foundational Elements of Music That Build and Deepen Over Time:  
● Pulse – the regular heartbeat of the music; the steady beat.  
● Rhythm – long and short sounds or patterns that happen over the pulse, 
the steady beat.  
● Pitch – high and low sounds.  
● Tempo – the speed of the music – fast, slow or in-between.  
● Dynamics – how loud or quiet music is.  
● Timbre – all instruments, including voices have a certain sound quality, 
e.g. the trumpet has a very different sound quality to the violin.  



 

 

● Texture – layers of sound working together make music very interesting 
to listen to.  
● Structure – every piece of music has a structure, eg introduction, verse, 
chorus, ending. 
 

Music within school:  
Singing Assembly 30 minuets a week led by Music Lead.   
This term we will learn:  

- My lighthouse by Rend Collective  
- Jigsaw – There’s a Place 
- Jigsaw – Together as one  
- Shakira – Try everything 
- Jigsaw - For Me  

Leavers Assembly:  
- Count on me – Bruno Mars  

 
During this assembly Reception and KS1 will all learn how to collectively perform a song, adding actions and having fun singing the music.  
 We will explore rhythm and pitch whilst singing to a melody as well as linking with social and emotional understanding threaded within our PSHE 
curriculum.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 Years 1 & 2, Cycle A, Summer 2 

Social Theme: Music is a Friend, Guide and Support  
 

Social Theme Question: What Songs can we Sing to help us though the day?  
 

By the end of this unit, children should know: (knowledge) 
 
Social Themes:  
We will discuss how music can play a significate part in helping us get 
through our daily life in improving our quality of life through the 
psychological impact which is recognised through scientific research. 
We will discus how musical artists are often role models and 
influences who are admired and followed or considered as moral 
guides. To discuss how songs are a part of our identity and history 
are often very consoling and reassuring in times of need.  
 
Understanding Music – Warm ups:  
Understand music focusing on the musical features given such as the 
duration, pulse, rhythm and pitch. To embed and revisit the music 
theory required for the year.  
 
 
 
 
Listen and Respond:  
To listen and respond to a range of contextualised music its design 
and its cultural place. Listening to the music ensuring the children 

By the end of this unit, children should be able to: (skills) 
• Find a Steady Beat  

• Very simple rhythm patterns using long and short notes  

• Very simple melodic patterns using high and low 

• Improvise using notes on a xylophone (tuned instrument) 
with the backing track of the song provided. 

• Learn to sing new songs and explore different melodies.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

are able to make an immediate response to the questions asked. 
Their feelings, familiarity and opinions of the song. The children will 
be able to discuss their opinions as a class and discuss different 
opinions. The children will be able to respond to music focussing on 
the dynamics, tempo, texture and articulation. Exploring with pitch 
and how these are used to add expressive qualities.  
 
Learn key facts about the music or composers:  
 
Step 1: Getting Dressed by Joanna Mangona and Pete Readman  
Step 2: Dress Up by Joanna Mangona and Pete Readman  
Step 3: Brush Our Teeth by Joanna Mangona and Pete Readman  
Step 4: Get Ready by Joanna Mangona and Pete Readman  
Step 5: Up And Down by Joanna Mangona and Pete Readman  
Step 6: Star Light, Star Bright by Unknown  
And Step 6: Sonata In C Major Hob. XVI:50 – 3rd Movement by Franz 
Joseph Haydn 
 
To discuss how these facts link with other areas of the curriculum 
such as song writing, what the instruments are made from and 
where the artists live.  
 
Learn to sing a song:  
The children will be able to learn to sing the songs above, warming 
up in the understanding music section. The children will explore 
clapping and moving to the music creating an enjoyable experience.  
 
Playing your instrument:  
The children will be using xylophones to learn to play: 



 

 

- Step 1 – Getting Dressed (C Major – C,D,E,F,G,A – minims, 
crotchets and quavers)  

- Step 3 – Brush Our Teeth (C Major – C,D,E (Minims)  
- Step 4 – Get Ready (C Major (C,D,E C – crotchets)  

 
 
Composing and Improvising:  
The children have opportunities to improve by exploring the 
xylophones independently to music.  
Improving to – Brush Our Teeth – (C,D,E,F,G – C Major Scale)  
 
Performing to a song:  
At the end of the lessons the children are able to perform their song 
together using singing and/or xylophones.  
 
Sticky Knowledge 
Children will use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs 
and speaking chants and rhymes 
 
Children will play tuned and untuned instruments musically 
listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live 
and recorded music.  
 
Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated 
dimensions of music 

Vocabulary 
The Foundational Elements of Music That Build and Deepen Over Time:  
● Pulse – the regular heartbeat of the music; the steady beat.  
● Rhythm – long and short sounds or patterns that happen over the pulse, 
the steady beat.  
● Pitch – high and low sounds.  
● Tempo – the speed of the music – fast, slow or in-between.  
● Dynamics – how loud or quiet music is.  
● Timbre – all instruments, including voices have a certain sound quality, 
e.g. the trumpet has a very different sound quality to the violin.  
● Texture – layers of sound working together make music very interesting 
to listen to.  
● Structure – every piece of music has a structure, eg introduction, verse, 
chorus, ending. 
 
 
 



 

 

Music within school:  
Singing Assembly 30 minuets a week led by Music Lead.   
This term we will learn:  

- My lighthouse by Rend Collective  
- Jigsaw – There’s a Place 
- Jigsaw – Together as one  
- Jigsaw - For Me  
- Shakira – Try everything 

Leavers Assembly:  
- Count on me – Bruno Mars  

 
During this assembly Reception and KS1 will all learn how to collectively perform a song, adding actions and having fun singing the music.  
 We will explore rhythm and pitch whilst singing to a melody as well as linking with social and emotional understanding threaded within our PSHE 
curriculum.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


